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OPEN COMPETITION


Agronomy Research Scientists (2 positions) 

Scientific 3

Job ID 1009486
Closing Date: March 9, 2012
Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development, Edmonton and Lethbridge:   We are recruiting to two senior research scientists to conduct a provincial program of research and provide extension for soil and crop agronomy for all major agriculture crops grown in Alberta.  One position based at the Crop Diversification Centre in north Edmonton will focus on central and north central crops, while the other position based in Lethbridge will focus on southern crops.   

The majority of your time would be to coordinate, conduct and supervise the research and development of soil and crop agronomy for major and alternative crops for the agro-ecological zones of either central/north central or southern Alberta. Some projects will be provincial in scope. Part of your time will be spent seeking funds for projects from the various funding agencies and partnering with various private industry companies to assist with their needed research work to support crops, chemicals and fertilizer products. You will be required to work with producer organizations, private industry, other government departments, agencies and ARD extension staff. In work with these groups you are expected to identify research priorities, to develop projects and secure funding for projects.

In addition you will spend 10 to 15 percent of your time with extension and technology transfer. This would include working with farmers, producer groups, private companies and departmental staff. Research results are to be communicated using print media, electronic media, publication of scientific papers, publication of extension information, speaking during crop walks during field days, speaking at producer conferences and field schools. 

The successful candidate must have excellent verbal and written communication skills and a mindset for developing new agronomic practices for new and existing crops grown in Alberta. 

Qualifications:  Doctor of Philosophy Degree with specialization in the areas of crop agronomy, soil fertility and/or crop nutrition from a recognized Canadian or American University is required.  Eight years of field research experience with a range of crops in the Northern Great Plains is also essential. The candidates for these positions must have scientific expertise in the areas of crop agronomy, soil fertility, crop nutrition and weed control.   Experience in experimental design, use of field plot research equipment, the use of scientific instruments and analytical protocols is also required.  Equivalencies will be considered

Note: As these positions require travel throughout the province, a valid Alberta driver’s license is required.  Please indicate in your cover letter if you are applying for the position based in Edmonton or Lethbridge.
Salary: $2,665.75 to $3,512.19 bi-weekly 

($69,576.08 to $91,668.16 per annum)
Please apply online to the following site: https://jobs.alberta.ca/  Online applications are preferred. If you are unable to apply online, please submit your cover letter and resume, quoting the Job ID# 1009486, to: Human Resource Services, Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development, #304, J.G. O' Donoghue Building, 7000 - 113 Street, Edmonton, AB  T6H 5T6. Phone: (780) 427-2111; Fax: (780) 427-3398. Applicants who apply online will be able to track the status of this competition. Note: As only one file can be uploaded, please ensure your cover letter; resume and any other related documents are submitted in one file.
