Feewatch Campaign Letter Writing

A major part of our campaign in stopping the rising fees is sending letters to the Manitoba Government, University of Manitoba Administration, and the U of M Board of Governors.

In this package are sample letters as well as contact information for where to send your letters.
Please provide UMSU with copies so we can keep track of letters being written.
Letters to Government

The Manitoba Government has frozen tuition fees for Canadian students, but tuition fees for international students are de-regulated and have skyrocketed in recent years.  Also, because the tuition fee freeze is not clearly defined, universities have found loopholes in the policy and have increased “other” fees. 

Letters to government officials should urge the provincial government to re-regulate international student differential fees in Manitoba and ensure that Manitoba’s institutions of higher learning are not able to circumvent the tuition freeze by finding new ways to increase fees.
Government Contact Information
Hon. Gary Doer

Premier

premier@leg.gov.mb.ca
Fax:  949-1484

204 Leg. Bldg 450 Broadway

Wpg, MB R3C 0V8

Hon. Diane McGifford

Minister of Advanced Education

minaed@leg.gov.mb.ca
Fax:   948-2216

162 Leg. Bldg 450 Broadway

Wpg, MB R3C 0V8

Kerri Irvin-Ross

MLA Fort Garry 

kirvinross@leg.gov.mb.ca 

Phone: 945-5783

Fax: 948-2005

234 Leg. Bldg.

Len Derkach

PC Advanced Education Critic

lderkach@leg.gov.mb.ca
Fax:  942-6613

227 Leg. Bldg. 450 Broadway

Wpg, MB

R3C 0V8

Honourable Scott Smith

Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and Trade

Minister responsible for International Relations Co-ordination

minia@leg.gov.mb.ca 

Fax:  945-1383

301 Legislative Building 450 Broadway

Wpg, MB R3C 0V8

Honourable Nancy Allan 

Minister of Labour and Immigration

Minister responsible for Multiculturalism

minlab@leg.gov.mb.ca
Fax:  945-8312

317 Legislative Building 450 Broadway

Wpg, MB R3C 0V8

Hon. Gary Doer

Premier

premier@leg.gov.mb.ca
204 Leg. Bldg 450 Broadway

Wpg, MB R3C 0V8

Dear Premier Doer,

I am writing to express my concern regarding potential ancillary fee increases as well as international student differential fee increases at the University of Manitoba for the upcoming academic year.

Although there has been a tuition fee freeze in Manitoba since 2000, universities have been able to get around this “freeze” by increasing differential fees paid by international students as well as by increasing ancillary fees charged to all students.

While all students in Canada have faced dramatic fee increases over the last decade, fees charged to international students have become particularly burdensome in recent years.  Since the Government of Manitoba deregulated fees for international students, many universities have started to view international students as a “cash grab,” and at the University of Manitoba international students now pay 100% more than Canadian students.

The last few years have shown us that Manitoba universities have figured out how to get around the tuition fee freeze by increasing fees paid by students despite increased funding by the provincial government.

Due to confidentiality rules around how the U of M governs its budget process, students and Manitobans, have been essentially left in the dark regarding fees for the upcoming year.  If previous years are an indication of things to come then we can only assume that our fees will once again increase this year.

I urge you to keep post-secondary education accessible for all students by:  legislating the tuition fee freeze, re-regulating international student differential fees in Manitoba and ensuring that Manitoba’s institutions of higher learning are not able to circumvent the tuition freeze by finding new ways to increase fees.

All eligible students should be able to attend the University of Manitoba regardless of their country of origin or their ability to pay.

I await your response on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Cc:  Hon. Diane McGifford – Minister of Advanced Education

Hon. Scott Smith – Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and Trade

Kerri Irvin-Ross – MLA Fort Garry 

Len Derkatch – PC Advanced Education Critic

Dr. E. Szathmáry – President University of Manitoba

Mr. Wayne Anderson – Chair, University of Manitoba Board of Governors
Letters to the U of M Board of Governors
The Board of Governors (BoG) is the highest governing body at the U of M.  The tuition fee freeze protects Canadian students from having their fees raised by the Board of Governors, but BoG has the power to raise “other” fees as well as international student differential fees.
Write the President of the U of M (Emoke Szathmary) and members of the Board of Governors encouraging them to stop raising fees.

The University keeps contact information for the BoG confidential, so please give UMSU your letters for the BoG and we will deliver them.

Board of Governors Contact Information

Dr. Emőke Szathmáry
President and Vice-Chancellor

202 Administration Building
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, MB  R3T 2N2 Canada

Tel 204-474-9345  Fax 204-275-7925  

Email president@umanitoba.ca   emoke_szathmary@umanitoba.ca
Board of Governors Chair 

Mr. Wayne Anderson

stbpallet2@mts.net
Board of Governors Vice-Chair

Mr. Terry Sargeant
tsargeant@gov.mb.ca
Board of Governors Members
Appointed by Government
· Mr. Alfred Black 

· Ms Ellen Gordon 

· Mr. Dan Vandal 

· Ms Heather Milan 

· Mr. Soam Narine 

· Mr. Strini Reddy 

· Mr. Terry Sargeant 

· Mr. Thomas Strutt 

· Ms Shirley Van Schie 

Appointed by Government (Students) 
· Ms Johanna Charles 

· Ms Jennifer Simons 

· Mr. Steven Hennessey 

Elected by Senate 
· Dr. Doug Ruth 

· Dr. Janet Hoskins 

· Dr. Juliette (Archie) Cooper 

Elected by Alumni 
· Mr. Wayne Anderson 

· Mr. Doug Ward 

· Dr. Ian Smith
Dear Board of Governors Member,

I am writing to you as a student at the University of Manitoba to express my concern regarding potential ancillary fee increases as well as potential increases to international student differential fees.

As I am sure you are aware, Manitoba has had a tuition fee freeze in place since 2000.  Each year since then, provincial government funding to Manitoba’s colleges and universities has increased.

While all students in Canada have faced dramatic fee increases over the last decade, fees charged to international students have become particularly burdensome in recent years.  Since the Government of Manitoba deregulated fees for international students, many universities have started to view international students as a “cash grab,” and at the University of Manitoba international students now pay 100% more than Canadian students.

Although we are unaware of any discussions around the U of M budget due to confidentiality rules, if we look to previous years to see what has happened, we can only assume that are fees are going to increase once again.

I urge you to vote against any student fee increases, and ensure that the U of M is accessible to all eligible students regardless of their country of origin or their ability to pay.

Sincerely,

Dear Board of Governors Member,
As an international student at the University of Manitoba I am writing to express my concern regarding potential fee increases for the upcoming academic year.  

International students enrich U of M academic and social life extensively.  Differential tuition fees are a threat to the intellectual, cultural and social benefits that a diverse international student population adds to our campus.  The presence of international students in this province also provides a foundation for strengthening relationships between Manitoba and other societies around the world.

One of the reasons that I chose to come to Manitoba and attend the U of M is because of low tuition fees for international students.  Since the de-regulation of international student differential fees by the province of Manitoba, international students are now paying 100% more than a Canadian student would for the same education.

If the U of M continues to increase our fees and treat us only as a “cash crab,” I will need to decide whether or not I wish to continue my studies in Manitoba.

Sincerely,

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the Newspaper should be short, 3 or 4 sentences is best.  There is only enough room to make one point.  Write clearly and concisely.

Please give UMSU your letters to the editor and we will submit them after an article is written about our campaign.  (Otherwise it will be very difficult to get the letter printed).  If you would prefer to email them yourself, you can email them to the Winnipeg Free Press at letters@freepress.mb.ca
***********
As a student at the U of M I am writing to express my frustration at potential fee increases for the upcoming year.  Although there has been a tuition freeze in place since 2000, universities are finding loopholes that are allowing them to increase our fees.


It’s time that the provincial government step in and enforce their tuition freeze policy.  Over the past few years universities in Manitoba have seen their share of government funding increase.

It’s time universities start living within their means, like the rest of us do.
*************

As an international student at the University of Manitoba I’m outraged that the U of M is trying to increase our fees once again.  I already pay 100% more than Canadian students, and it’s time that U of M stop using us as a cash grab.  

It’s time the government of Manitoba re-regulate fees charged to international students and ensure that anyone who is eligible to attend the U of M be able to do so regardless of their country of origin or their ability to pay.
**************
If the U of M continues their attack on international students by charging outrageous tuition fees, students will stop coming to Manitoba.  One of the reasons I chose the U of M is because of the low tuition fees, but if they start to approach fees charged by better ranked universities, I may decide to leave Manitoba and pursue post-secondary education elsewhere.
**************
Since 2002 fees charged to international students have increased by leaps and bounds.  We now pay 100% more than normal tuition rates.  These high fees are an unfair burden and a barrier to post-secondary education for international students.  Ultimately, these fees will threaten Manitoba’s ability to attract and retain the talented people needed to help us prosper and compete globally.
**************
Although there has been a tuition fee freeze in Manitoba since 1999, our universities have been able to find loopholes to charge us new fees.  By simply calling the new fees ancillary fees as opposed to tuition fees students are paying more in Manitoba to go to university despite an increase in government funding.
**************

As a student, I’m already going to be thousands of dollars in debt by the time I graduate, and I think it’s unacceptable that our universities think it is ok to charge us more.  Universities must move their focus from exclusionary acts such as increasing fees, to keeping universities accessible to all students by maintaining the tuition fee freeze.






