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In 1919, metal workers in Winnipeg went on strike demanding a minimum wage of at least 85 cents per hour.  In 2018 dollars, this would be equivalent to $11.78, somewhat higher than the current minimum wage of $11.15. Despite a century of struggle, and vast increases in productivity, workers here still have no guarantee of a living wage. This presentation will look at how other cities in Canada have adopted living wage campaigns. It will explore how a campaign for a living wage could help all workers in Winnipeg realize the century old dream of ensuring that work is a path out of poverty, not a poverty trap. 
Josh Brandon is a community animator with the Social Planning Council of Winnipeg and chair of Make Poverty History Manitoba. 
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