
1919 Winnipeg General Strike Centenary Conference Committee 
 

Minutes to the Meeting of Saturday, 1 December 2018,  
1:30 pm, University of Winnipeg 

 
Present: Jim Naylor, Jim Mochoruk, Janice Thiessen, Jason Hooper (guest), Scott Price, 
Victor Dobchuck, Tim Gordienka, David Camfield, Paul Moist, Sharon Reilly, Paul 
Jenkins. 
 
 
EVENING EVENTS: REPORTS/DISCUSSION 
 
Friday, May 10th 
Jason Hooper reports that the efforts to secure Billy Bragg for a Friday evening music 
event have stalled.  The issue is one of money and whether a Western Canadian tour of 
sorts can be arranged such that other venues in Saskatoon and Edmonton commit and 
help defray costs enough to keep a Bragg concert within the Conference’s reach. Jason 
indicated that he was still working on this but that it looked as though success was 
contingent on the participation of other players. 
 
Janice Thiessen reminded Jason and the committee that the University of Winnipeg was 
still open to granting Bragg an Honorary Doctorate, and, while stressing that this was by 
no means a settled matter, wondered if this might help sweeten the deal in the 
conference’s favour.  Jason said he would take that back to Bragg’s people. 
 
The committee then returned to the issue of devising an alternate plan in case the efforts 
to secure Bragg fall short. It was, however, pointed out that while time was getting tight 
there was no need to panic and we should still aim for Bragg. If that failed, Jim Naylor 
suggested that a good old-fashioned Winnipeg social would make for a good alternate 
Friday evening event, perhaps even at the Ukrainian Labour Temple and featuring a 
local music act. 
 
Victor Dobchuk indicated that the Temple was likely available and that he would look 
into holding it, at least temporarily. 
 
Sharon Reilly proposed that a Friday social might afford a good opportunity to have 
some discussion of the broader public significance of the 1919 General Strike.  Paul Moist 
felt it was really important to have an event dedicated to the events in Winnipeg in 1919, 
something to provide an overview.  This could then spin out into a social event. 
 
Jim Naylor agreed that a panel discussion combined with a social/reception would make 
for a good alternate Friday evening event if Bragg could not be secured. 
 
Discussion then turned to the importance selecting just the right people for this panel to 
ensure that the discussions were clearly outlined and cohesive on one hand, while also 
being both edifying and entertaining, on the other.  Sharon and others thought that 
David Nolan would be a good choice to chair the panel. 



 
As this alternate plan emerged, the idea that the Friday event could be opened to some 
not connected to the conference was discussed as a way to expand the conference’s reach.  
It was thought this was a good possibility. 
 
Wednesday May 8, 2019 
 
Regarding the more recent proposal of holding a public history session as part of the 
opening Wednesday night reception, Jim Naylor wondered if this might have implications 
for the formal conference panel on the public-historical dimensions of the 1919 strike in 
Winnipeg.  He added that some of the participants in the Wednesday event might end up 
doing double duty. Sharon Reilly responded, saying that if that was the case it would 
have to be carefully worked out and could not simply be assumed. 
 
Sharon also reminded the committee of an earlier discussion about the prospect of 
recording all of the conference panels, and pointed out that if this was still the case the 
committee should begin to organize this. Scott Price said that he would put together a 
package outlining the costs and logistical requirements. 
 
Sharon then presented a raft of potential ideas for the proposed Wednesday public history 
event, if the committee was committed to holding it.   
 
A sub-committee comprised of Sharon Reilly, Paul Moist, and Rhonda Hinther 
(appointed in absentia) was struck and charged with organizing the events for Wednesday 
evening.  
 
Thursday May 9, 2019 
 
Tim Gordienko reported that the Thursday night arrangements were as follows: all would 
be taken to the Ukrainian Labour Temple by bus. They would be greeted upon arrival 
and given a brief history of the Labour Temple.  There would be a cash bar and a 
traditional Winnipeg-Ukrainian dinner would be served, followed by the keynote address 
and Q & A period. The evening would be capped with a brief sing-along of labour songs 
before wrapping up around 9:30 pm. 
 
The committee agreed that this sounded spot on. 
 
LOCAL LOGISTICS REPORT 
 
Janice Thiessen requested guidance on a couple of issues.  The first had to do with 
finalizing the room bookings at the University of Winnipeg, which had been reserved but 
not formally booked.  The second issue had to do with coffee: did the committee want the 
food truck to provide it, or to have it served in a room? 
 
The two issues overlapped in the ensuring discussion. The committee first decided that 
the reserved rooms should be formally booked.  Jim Naylor and David Camfield believed 
that the coffee should be served in rooms, ideally the rooms reserved for book displays 



and publishers that will remain open throughout the conference, as these spaces doubles 
as social/conversational space. Suitable space for this also needs to be booked. 
 
PROGRAM REPORT  
 
Jim Mochoruk reported that he and Julie Guard had met earlier to discuss the program, 
and were unclear what to do with the session dedicated to the theme of the “New 
Worker”, as a number of withdrawals had left the panel with only David Camfield’s 
paper.  It was proposed that this paper could be rather neatly inserted into another 
complementary panel. David indicated that he had no objections to this. 
 
Jim noted that a couple of other panels had been similarly affected, albeit less 
dramatically, and that he and Julie were working to re-jig the program accordingly. He 
also reported that the Roundtable sessions for Thursday and Friday were scheduled for 
3:45 pm, but that the Saturday Roundtable session had to be scheduled at 11:00 am.  He 
asked the committee if this earlier start time was thought to be acceptable. The 
committee thought it was. 
 
Jim Naylor asked the Program Committee to begin working to name chairs for all the 
sessions. 
 
ROUNDTABLES REPORT 
 
Scott Price reported that the sub-committee tasked with identifying Chairs for the 
Roundtable sessions explained that they were looking for people with the necessary 
mixture of expertise, credibility and capacity to facilitate discussion. The sub-committee 
was dealing with a broad range of names. 
 
The conference committee floated several others, including Adrian Naylor, Dave 
Blakeney, Deena Ladd, and Leslie Spillett. Paul Moist advanced Maureen Morrison’s 
name and noted that he knew of some others who had been union educators and 
facilitators who could be good in this role. 
 
The Roundtable Committee is going to consider these names, along with those previously 
identified, in their next meeting. 
 
FINANCE REPORT 
 
Jim Mochoruk reported that the conference’s financial situation has refined and clarified.  
The original blue-sky thinking set the budget at approx. $172,000. The current figure is 
more like $150,000. Jim also reported that he has a clearer idea of the value of the various 
in-kind contributions.  
 
[Given the importance of the importance of this subject and the relatively late stage of 
planning, the report has appended to these minutes]. 
 
The following table of registration fees was presented to and accepted by the committee: 



$125 (early bird $100), for fully employed participants. 
$100 (early bird $75), for precariously employed. 
$75 (early bird $50), for graduate students 
$50 (early bird $30), daily rate.  

 
Meeting adjourned. 

 
 
NEXT MEETING SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 2019. 










