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THE WINNIPEG GENERAL STRIKE OF 1919 was a landmark moment in North American working-class
history. In May and June that year, over 30,000 workers ceased work for six weeks.

Provoked by the inequities of industrial capitalism, the authoritarianism of their workplaces, the brutal
experiences of the First World War, rising prices and stagnating wages, an insecure economic outlook,
intransigent employers, and a federal state that responded to their demands with growing repression, the city’s
workers stood together in an astounding display of unity.

This was also an era filled with hope; the horrors of industrialization and militarism encouraged many to think
of ways of constructing a better world. The combination of anger and hope was infectious. In 1919, Winnipeg
workers displayed an inspiring unity, facing hunger, threats of permanent dismissal and blacklisting, and
violence at the hands of authorities, most notably in the vicious assault they unleashed on “Bloody Saturday;”
killing two workers and injuring many more.

A century later, as we desire to understand and commemorate these events, we convene the WINNIPEG
GENERAL STRIKE CENTENARY CONFERENCE: BUILDING A BETTER WORLD (1919-2019)!

Indeed, we are currently in the process of inviting and programming a range of scholars, trade unionists

and social justice activists to share their knowledge and experiences over the course of our May 9-11, 2019
conference in Winnipeg. We envisage presentations and discussions by historians, labour studies scholars, and
unionists about the General Strike, the subsequent history of labour’s attempts to address these themes, as well as
contemporary struggles.

In our efforts to host this critically important conference and gathering of ideas, we seek YOUR FINANCIAL
SUPPORT in carrying-out our event’s activities. To that end, we are looking to fundraise monies in respect
of: speakers’ fees; hosting, travel and airfare accommodations; venue bookings; promotion costs; and the
like.



We hope that you will consider financially contributing to our efforts, here, and, in doing so, heralding

the 1919 WINNIPEG GENERAL STRIKE CENTENARY CONFERENCE (MAY 9-11, 2019 | WINNIPEG,
MANITOBA) as a landmark Canadian event and celebration, which speaks to the history of Canada’s Trade
Union activism movement and the advancement of labour and human rights, altogether.

YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT IS RECEIVABLE BY WAY OF:

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FINANCIAL GIFT!
In Solidarity,

Canadian Committee on Labour History (CCLH)

Canadian Association for Work and Labour Studies (CAWLS)
Faculty of Arts, Brandon University

Faculty of Arts, University of Manitoba

Faculty of Arts, University of Winnipeg

Manitoba Federation of Labour

Winnipeg Labour Council

1919-2019.com
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CENTENARY CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

{BAMES NAYLOR (CHAIR) is Professor of History at
randon University and author of The Fate of Labour
Socialism: The Co-operative Commonwealth Federation and
the Dream of a Working-Class Future.

BASIA SOKAL is President of the Winnipeg Labour Council
and a member of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers.

PAUL MOIST is the former President of the Canadian Union
of Public Employees, Local 500, representin%NWinnipeﬁ civic
workers, and has also been President of the Winnipeg Labour
Council and National President of CUPE.

JULIE GUARD is Professor of History and Labour Studies
and the University of Winnipeg and the author of Radical
Housewives: Price Wars and Food Politics in Mid-Twentieth
Century Canada

JEEF TAYLOR is Dean of Arts at the University of Manitoba
and author of Union Learning: Canadian Labour Education
in the Twentieth Century.

RHONDA HINTHER is the author of Perogies and Politics:
Canada’s Ukrainian Left, 1891-1991 and teaches History at
Brandon University.

DAVID CAMFIELD teaches labour studies and sociology
at the University of Manitoba and is the author of Canadian
Labour in Crisis: Reinventing the Labour Movement.

SHARON REILLY curated Winnipeg 1919: A 75th
Anniversary Exhibition of the Winnipeg General Strike
at the Manitoba Museum and is Co-Chair of the History
and Education Sub-Committee of the 100th Anniversary
Planning Committee.

IM MOCHORUK teaches Histor%_ﬁt the University of
orth Dakota and is the author of The People’s Co-op: The

Life and Times of a North End Institution.

ANIS THIESSEN teaches History at the University of
innipeg and is the author of Not Talking Union: An Oral
History ot North American Mennonites and Labour.

GREG McFARLANE is a staff member of the Manitoba
Federation of Labour and a member of the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers.

JODI GIESBRECHT is Manager of Research and Curation at
the Canadian Museum for Human Rights, where she oversees
exhibition content development and the CMHR’s oral history
program.

SCOTT PRICE is an oral historian researching the history of
the United Food and Commercial Workers in Manitoba.

ESYLLT JONES is Professor of History at the University of
Manitoba and author of Influenza 1918: Disease, Death, and
Struggle in Winnipeg.

GORDON GOLDSBOROUGH, an aquatic ecologist

teaching at the University of Manitoba, is head researcher,

\S/vebmaster, and a past president of the Manitoba Historical
ociety.

VICTOR DOBCHUK is a member of the Association of
United Ukrainian Canadians and Canadian Society for
Ukrainian Labour Research.

TIM GORDIENKO is a member of the Association of United
Ukrainian Canadians.

YAZA SHAPATA is a Labour Studies student at the
University of Manitoba.

SHANNON WINTERS is a Labour Studies student at the
University of Manitoba.




