[image: image1.jpg]




PRESS RELEASE - IMMEDIATE
June 7, 2011
Visiting Trail Experts Will Inspire Local Trail Building 

The International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) Canada Trail Care Crew will be at Providence College in Otterburne June 18th to talk trails, teach proper trail building techniques, and spend quality time digging in the dirt. The trail building school is hosted by the Crow Wing Trail Association Chemin Saint-Paul and sponsored by Providence College, the Manitoba Recreational Trail Association, the Olympia Cycling Club and Body Driven Sports. Anyone looking at building trails – local government, private business, schools, non-profit organizations, is invited to attend this one-day event.

Directed by IMBA Canada, in partnership with Parks Canada and the Trans Canada Trail, the Trail Care Crew program includes a full-time, professional team of trail experts who travel across Canada in a Subaru Outback.  The dynamic duo lead IMBA Trail Building Schools, meet with government officials and land managers, and work with IMBA-affiliated mountain bike clubs, Parks Canada sites, and Trans Canada Trail local, provincial and territorial organizations to improve trail opportunities Canada-wide. This visit is one of more than 30 stops on the 2011 schedule.

The Trail Care Crew teaches "sustainable" trail building, which means building natural surface trails that last a long time and require minimal maintenance. This helps reduce trail damage, protects the environment, and enhances visitor enjoyment.

Visits allow time to assess local trails, conduct an IMBA Trail Building School, and ride or hike with the locals. All are welcome to join the Trail Care Crew at one or both of the following:

IMBA Trail Building School: Saturday June 18th, Reimer Student Life Centre, Providence College, Otterburne, 9 am to 4 pm (lunch provided)
Group RIDE: Saturday June 18th, from new trail at Providence College to      St-Pierre-Jolys Museum Grounds, 4 pm (bring your bike)
For more information and to register for the IMBA Trail Building School, visit www.imbacanada.com or email cwta@voyageur.coop .
For a complete list of visit dates, photos, and additional information on the IMBA Canada Trail Care Crew visit www.imbacanada.com .

About IMBA Canada

The International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) Canada is a non-profit association whose mission is to create, enhance and preserve great trail experiences for mountain bikers throughout Canada. Since 1988, IMBA has been bringing out the best in mountain biking worldwide by encouraging low-impact riding, volunteer trail work participation, and cooperation among different trail user groups, grassroots advocacy and innovative trail management solutions. IMBA’s Canadian office has been up and running since 2005. Find out more at www.imbacanada.com.

About the Crow Wing Trail Association
The Crow Wing Trail is the section of the Trans Canada Trail that connects Winnipeg to Emerson.  The trail is based upon a historic fur trade route connecting the Red River Settlement of Fort Garry with St. Paul Minnesota. Although the trail is located along the original route in some instances, for the most part is has been routed to connect our communities and significant sites. The Crow Wing Trail promotes hiking, biking, cycling, horseback riding and cross-country skiing.
The Crow Wing Trail was officially registered with the Trans Canada Trail in 1999 and officially opened in 2006. At 191 km, the Crow Wing is the longest section of the Trans Canada Trail in Manitoba!

The Crow Wing Trail Association (CWTA) is a regional trail association comprised of volunteers from six municipalities and one First Nation - Ritchot, Niverville, De Salaberry, St-Pierre-Jolys, Franklin, Emerson and Roseau River First Nation – who work together to welcome the Trans Canada trail through its communities in order to promote tourism, economic development, historical awareness as well as provide for a great recreational opportunity.
Media Contacts

Contact: Murielle Bugera  
President, Crow Wing Trail Association
(204) 433-7495 cwta@voyageur.coop 
www.mrta.mb.ca/Trails/CrowWing/home.htm  
Contact: Rachael Raven 

IMBA Canada Trail Care Crew Coordinator

(613) 301-8098 rachael.raven@imba.com 
www.imbacanada.com 
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