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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Jewish Community Celebrates Chanukah, Commemorates Mumbai
Victims

The Winnipeg Jewish community will gather this Sunday, December 21%, to celebrate the
beginning of Chanukah and pay tribute to the victims of the Mumbai Massacre.

Chanukah, the Jewish Festival of lights, is an eight day festival of rededication beginning on
the 25" day of the Jewish month of Kislev.

When Antiochus IV, the Seleucid-ruler, was in control of ancient Israel, he began to oppress
and persecute the Jews. The Great Temple in Jerusalem was desecrated, a Hellenistic priest
was placed in the Temple, Jews were massacred, and the practice of the Jewish religion was
prohibited. A group of zealots led by Mattathias the Hasmonean and his son Judah
Maccabee, led a revolt. The revolution succeeded and the Temple was rededicated.
According to tradition, at the time of the rededication, there was very little oil left that had not
been defiled by the Greeks. Oil was needed for the menorah (candelabrum) in the Temple,
which was supposed to burn throughout the night every night. There was only enough oil to
burn for one day, yet miraculously, it burned for eight days, the time needed to prepare a
fresh supply of oil for the menorah. Chanukah, an eight day festival was declared to
commemorate this miracle.

Chanukah will begin with the lighting of the Giant Chanukah Menorah in front of the Asper
Jewish Community Campus, located at 123 Doncaster Street.

The lighting will be immediately followed by the memorial service for the victims of the
Mumbai Massacre. The service, organized by Chabad Lubavitch of Winnipeg and the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, will include the lighting of five Yahrtzeit (memorial) lamps, psalms,
readings and a brief film, followed by a car parade to the future site of the Jewish Learning
Centre, at the corner of Centennial and Grant. At the conclusion of the parade, a fireworks
display will rekindle the lights for our community’s mourners.

The community celebration will be preceded by the Rady JCC’s Chanukah Extravaganza
Family Event, taking place from 2:00 to 4:00pm. Activities include face painting, inflatable
bouncers, Chanukah arts and crafts and games and prizes.
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