Canada Israel Experience Madrich Application 2010

Madrichim Application Process:
Thank you for your interest in becoming a CIE madrich/a. Please review the Summary of Madrichim Requirements before completing your application in order to understand the expectations and commitments involved with this position. 

To be considered as a madrich/a candidate, the following information must be submitted:

( A one page cover letter explaining why you are applying to become a Taglit-Birthright Israel madrich/a and why you make a good candidate

( A copy of your most up-to-date resume

( Completed Madrich Profile including the following sections:

· Personal Details

· Jewish Educational Background 

· Israel Experience Background

· Personal References

· Volunteer and Leadership Experience

Please submit your completed application to:

either Samantha Loxton at: SLoxton@jewishwinnipeg.org or Lior Cyngiser at:lcyngiser@ujafed.org no later than June 30, 2010. Due to the high volume of applications that are submitted, only successful applicants will be contacted for an interview.

Should a candidate be chosen to attend the Madrichim Training and Evaluation Weekend, he/she must be available to spend October 14-17, 2010  at Camp B’nai Brith, Quebec (transportation will be provided from Toronto and Montreal and reimbursements will be available for out of province travel). 

We look forward to receiving your application and learning more about you. If you have any questions, please contact Samantha Loxton at 918.2358 or SLoxton@jewishwinnipeg.org  or Lior Cyngiser at lcyngiser@ujafed.org or at 416.398.6931 x 5235. 

Good luck!

The Team at Canada Israel Experience

Frequently Asked Questions About Applying

How old do I have to be?

Depending on your home community, the minimum age requirement ranges between

21 and 23 years of age. To get in touch with your local Israel Experience professional, please contact Lior at lcyngiser@ujafed.org.

Do I have to live in Canada?

You must be a permanent resident of Canada so that you can participate in all pre and post trip activities.

Do I need to have gone to Israel before?

You must have been to Israel at least once before in order to apply; the more Israel experiences you have under your belt, the better!

How much do I need to know about Judaism?

Madrichim are expected to have a basic understanding of Jewish terms, traditions and history. This knowledge can come from either formal (i.e. day school, courses) or informal (camp, Israel trips) experiences. An eagerness to learn and explore is greatly valued.

Do I need to speak Hebrew?

While knowledge of Hebrew is an asset, it is not required.

What other skills/experience are important to my application?

We look for candidates who have experience in leading projects with their peers and who demonstrate involvement in the Jewish or general community. Madrichim candidates are expected to be able to develop and facilitate programs for their participants. Creativity, maturity, flexibility, passion, enthusiasm and organizational skills are all important aspects of being a madrich/a.

What is the application process?

The application process is divided of three stages:

1. Written application: all applicants must submit a one page cover letter, resume and madrich profile in order to be considered.

2. Interview: all applicants will be interviewed during July and August. Where possible, applicants will have an in-person interview. If this is not feasible, a phone interview can be arranged.

3. Evaluation Weekend: ​ approximately 80 applicants from across Canada will be invited to attend an intensive, four day seminar in the Laurentian Mountains (October 14-17th, 2010). This weekend will determine your final status as a CIE trip leader.

If I am accepted to the Madrichim team, what kind of time commitment is involved during the year?

The Madrichim Training program is a comprehensive leadership development program that requires a minimum 18 month commitment.

By joining the team, you are committing to attending additional supplementary sessions designed to enhance your skills. The number and frequency of these sessions depend on your local community.

You will be asked to assist the marketing and registration teams in promoting and organizing participants for the trips. This could involve helping to poster, recruiting on campus, conducting participant interviews, entering data, etc.

Madrichim are expected to be active members of their local Jewish community.

Different communities have different expectations as to what this involves.

To get in touch with your local Israel Experience professional, please contact Lior at lcyngiser@ujafed.org.

Once you have led a trip, you are also expected to help your participants connect with their local communities. This can be done through a variety of ways and will be facilitated through your local post programming team or Israel Experience professional.

If I am chosen to join the Madrichim team, am I guaranteed to staff a trip?

Staff are determined based on availability, participant geography (i.e. Montreal staff will staff a bus of Montreal participants) and community involvement. While we try our best to staff eligible madrichim within one year, some times this is not possible due to timing or low enrollment.
Please note that CIE reserves the right to revoke madrichim status at any point based on inappropriate behaviour or insufficient commitment to the program.

How far in advance will I be notified about leading a trip?

Trip dates are confirmed six to eight weeks prior to departure. We try to notify madrichim as soon as possible so that they can prepare appropriately.

Canada Israel Experience Madrich Profile

Section I: Personal Details

Please complete the information below:

Contact Information:

	Name
	

	Daytime Phone Number
	

	Evening Phone Number
	

	Cell Phone Number
	

	Email Address
	


Mailing Address

	Street
	

	City
	

	Province
	

	Postal Code
	


Personal Info

	Birthday (DD/MM/YYYY)
	

	Are you a birthright alumni? (Y/N)
	

	If YES, When was your trip? (Month, Year, Community)
	


Section II: Jewish Educational Backround

Formal Jewish Educational Background

e.g. day school, Sunday/evening classes, University courses, or special seminars 

	Name of School/Program
	Year(s)

	e.g. History of the Middle East – York University
	2004

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Informal Jewish Educational Background

e.g. summer camp, youth group, March of the Living, etc.

	Name of Camp/Program
	Year(s)

	e.g. Camp Kadimah
	1995-2000

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Section III: Israel Experience Background

Please list the different programs/trips on which you have traveled to Israel
(e.g. family trips, camp trips, school trips, birthright israel, March of the Living, Hasbara, Magen David Adom, studying, volunteering, vacations, etc.)
	Name of Program/Trip
	Year(s)
	Length of 

Time in Israel

	e.g. March of the Living
	1998
	1 week

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Section IV: References

Please list (2) two character references who can assess your competency as a staff member/leader (e.g. birthright israel staff member, camp staff, teacher, employer, etc.)
	Name of Reference
	Relationship to You
	Telephone Number

	
	
	

	
	
	


Section V:  Volunteer and Leadership Experience

Volunteer Experience

	Name of Volunteer Organization/Program
	Type of Volunteer Work Performed
	Year(s)

	e.g. Baycrest 
	Organized holiday programs for senior residents
	2002-2004

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Leadership Experience

	Leadership Role
	Year(s)
	Description

	e.g. Editor of university magazine
	2005
	Worked with staff of 6 students to produce a quarterly magazine for my faculty

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


After completing all sections, please email your finished application to:SLoxton@jewishwinnipeg.org or lcyngiser@ujafed.org. Applications are due no later than June 30, 2010 at 5pm.


