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Bat Yam/ Kyriat Moshe Volunteer Program
IVPC, Hillel of Greater Toronto & UJA Federation of Greater Toronto
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Bat Yam (meaning daughter of the sea) is situated alongside the sea shore, south to Tel Aviv and west to Hulon.

Bat Yam once again experienced a period of rapid growth early 1990s with the mass-immigration from the former Soviet Union leading to many choosing Bat Yam as their new home due to its proximity to the industrial centres of the country, and relatively low real estate prices. The influx of Russians, however, did nothing to help the city's socio-economic crisis, and by the early 2000's, following financial scandals resulting from the declining local leadership, the city was placed at the brink of bankruptcy. Bat Yam became synonymous with urban decay, with a reputation for having waste left in streets, and poor sanitation.

In the 2003, a new mayor, Shlomo Lahiani, was elected and the city has slowly began to rejuvenate, with some areas having already been transformed. There remain to this day, however, some zones of the city which still suffer from the issues which plagued the whole of this city just a few years ago.
The location of Bat Yam on the Mediterranean makes it popular with beach-goers. Furthermore the city has several museums, including the Bat Yam City Museum "Ben Ari", the Museum "Ryback" with a collection of paintings of the painter, Issachar Ber Ryback. There is also a museum in the memory of the Yiddish writer Sholem Asch who lived his last years in Bat Yam, and a small Holocaust museum.
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 - The UJA Federation of Greater Toronto is also partnered with the Kiryat Moshe neighbourhood in Rehovot. Following its success in turning one of Rehovot’s impoverished neighbourhoods into a middle-class suburb through Project Renewal, Toronto is doing the same with Kiryat Moshe, a low-income, densely populated area with a large number of immigrants from Ethiopia.
Volunteering - Our program will be split between these two communities. We are specifically working with the Ethiopian communities within these cities. Our volunteers will be working with the youth of the community. During the school year (May & June) we will spend our time helping students in elementary and high school with their English. In the late afternoon evenings we as a group will be putting together fun activities for the community centers we are working with.  

If there are participants who want to work in more of a social service setting then Hebrew is a definite asset and we will be placing you in the community Hebrew ulpan to help the adults with the learning. If there are participants that want to work more in arts and craft they will be opportunity to do that.  There is also working on helping the community elderly repair their homes a little bit of habitat for humanity. 

In the summer months July and August some of the above situations are the same but the days will be structured a little differently as we will be working more within the community camp framework. 

Volunteers will have two evenings a week off and weekends begin on Thursday evening to Sunday morning. There will be one weekend away as a group and one weekend as part of the community all your other weekend are [image: image5.jpg]


 not scheduled. Volunteers can remain in their apartments. 

There will be approximately 10-12 volunteers a session. You will be living and working together. 

Program Dates: 
Session 1) May 15 – June 26  
Session 2) June 30 – August 8.
Cost and Accommodations: There is a cost of $300 for the program which includes medical insurance and accommodation and a stipend. Flight is not included. Apartment with two/three bedroom rooms and a kitchenette, each bedroom has two beds.  The kitchenette is stocked with plates, cutlery etc. There will be one weekend away as a group and one weekend as part of the community all your other weekend are your own. We do use public transportation as means to get around. But volunteers are never one their own they are always with other volunteers or a staff person. 
Internet Connection: There is no internet connection in the apartment but close by you will have the beach, mall and lot of internet cafés

Staff:  There is a staff member on hand 24 hours a day for the group. 
Educational Element: There are some educational elements to the program such as Tikkun Olam, Partnership, Education, Advocacy, Identity, and Leadership.
There is a small amount of travel subsidies available from Hillel of Greater Toronto, however you need to be in a Toronto area school to be eligible. 
Israel Volunteer Program Centre

4600 Bathurst Street, Suite 210* Toronto * ON * M2R 3V2

T:416.638.8824 * F:416.633.2758

www.experienceisrael.ca * ipcto@jafi.org.il


