Feeding a hungry planet: Course development meeting #1
May 15, 2008

Minutes

Attendance:
Martin Entz
Anita Brulé-Babel
Brian Fristensky
James Frey
Fouad Daayf
Tyler Guirerra

Robert Kazuk
Muthu Bagavathianan
Arvind Hirvani
Iris Vaisman
Anne Kirk
Simon Neufeld
Jane Froese
Gary Martens

Meeting agenda
1. 10 AM  Introductions

2. Brief introduction by M. Entz

3. We viewed a video tape of May 14, 2006 CBC National “Hungry Planet”

4. We discussed the video

5. We broke into 3 groups and spent 30 minutes in course content development

6. Adjourned at 12:10.
Comments from both grad students and faculty in response to video:

· Farmer role farmer varieties
· Food aid and its role – devaluating local crops

· Cost of energy in transporting food (ex: kiwis)

· Supporting local production

· Faith-based economics, population issues (moral/ethical or economic)

· Alternative economic paradigms

· Sustainability and agroecology

· Biofuel and the substitution effect for feed/food

· Challenging the central pillars of modern agribusiness-oriented 
· Rural poor and the impact of lowered food prices (also for Canadian farmers) negative impact of lowered trade barriers

· Food scarcity and hoarding, self-preparation of foods by world (not commercially prepared)

· Poverty and hunger – rural poor, access to food.

· Urban poor, expanding urban slums

· Capacity of rural producer to speculate/project future prices.  Storage issues?  Sell at harvest?

· Issues of logistics and food distribution

· Food losses in transport

· Research into storage issues

· Disconnect between poor people’s problems and developed nations.  Rich countries acknowledging shared concerns

· Bringing ‘troubled’ nations into discussion

· Assumption is that developed nations are exempt

· Extension work, action, investment

· Work through improvement, not coercion (economic ‘incentives’)

· Two-way dialogue

· Examples of what is done and could be done as a vehicle for making the course uplifting

· Pictures

· Involvement of non-economists
· Plants only (animals, insects)?
Comments from faculty after viewing video and during course content development:

Brian: 1000 level course has very different objective than an upper level course.

Fouad: Historical perspective is important.  For example, colonialism as the cause for much of the developing world’s problems (unresolved and unaddressed).   Examples of African food security.

Fouad: The FAO and the UN’s accomplishments?  Are they just an extension of the wests influence and do they really reflect what is going on in the world?
Anita: Local systems are important which leads us to the question of a deglobalised food trade system.  Any course like this should been exciting, not depressing.

Jane: This subject matter can leave individuals with a sense of being overwhelmed.  The course will require focus.

Brain storming for course:
Group 1

· Will there be a lab?  Potential exercise: Only eating WFP rations for several days.

· Guest speakers (Foodgrains Bank, graduate students, farmers, faculty presenting research)

· What to do with feelings of responsibility:

· Well-rounded solutions and different sources of solution

· Emphasize that all decisions have trade-offs

· Impact of aid?

· Can/should every place in the world feed itself?  Is this something that can be achieved over several generations?

· The short-term nature of policies and plans for food security

· Local production (community-oriented, local trade-oriented actions that minimize dependence)

· Food entitlement (A.K. Sen) vs. Food per capita

· Statistical ‘facts’ and food distribution

· Productivity and declining yields
· Two way dialogue between university and farmers

· Geography lesson

· Economic growth/theories (alternative paradigms?)
Assignments
a) one-page presentation of alternative model



b) one-page critique of other article
Possible outline (w/ case studies):
History

Current situation

War and social disruption
Politic

Economics

Group 2

· What the world eats?
· Who are the hungry?

· Current situation and food production, consumption, etc.

· Different causes of food shortage (political, economic, civil, production, etc.)

· Logistics (location and production, consumption, transport, energy, etc.)
· Agricultural policies in develop countries and their impacts

· Trade policies – globalization  (WTO, Agreement on Agriculture), economics, politics, policy options

· Socioeconomics (local production, empowering rural economy)

· Green Revolution and their impacts

· Production practices (industrialized vs. developing countries)

Groups 3

Problems:

· Population and economic growth (driving demand)

· Negative growth economics  - how?

· Depletion of natural resources (water, soil, nutrients, organic matter, land genetic diversity)

· Climate change

· Energy

Historical context:

· Effects of colonialism

Examples of how agriculture is done, with focus on sustainability

· Case studies that try to bring these main topics together

Poverty and society

· Empowerment 

· Rural vs. urban poverty

· Women’s empowerment

· Shift from rural; agricultural to urban-industrial

Health and nutrition
· Less diverse diets

· Diversion of fats, carbohydrates and protein away from food

· Disease that results from poor nutrition

International trade:
· Supply and demand

· Loss during transport and storage
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