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CANADIAN AGRI-FOOD POLICY INSTITUTE (CAPI)
“ADVANCING A NATIONAL DIALOGUE” AWARD
PROGRAM GUIDELINES
2009-2010
Objective
The “Advancing a National Dialogue” Awards Program is designed to elicit the views of graduate students on what should be the future government policies or models that will help Canada thrive in the emerging agri-food world. 
Program Description
The Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute (CAPI) has embarked upon a three-year plan to create a dialogue among stakeholders – the value chain, academia, government and the media – around Canada’s future agriculture and agri-food policy framework. CAPI’s work is timed to be relevant to the development of the next agricultural framework. The current framework agreement developed by federal/provincial/territorial governments, known as Growing Forward, ends in 2013. CAPI is focused on what could be defining policy options for the subsequent framework arrangement, 2013-2018. This focus is consistent with CAPI’s mandate: to foster meaningful discussion on mid- to long-term policy issues facing the country’s agricultural and agri-food sector. CAPI’s objective also includes developing policy ideas that enhance the profitability and competitiveness of the sector. The Awards Program, “Advancing a National Dialogue”, seeks out fresh ideas from graduate students on what should be the policies or models that will help Canada thrive in the emerging agri-food world. This initiative has been made possible through the support of Farm Credit Canada. 
Number of Awards 
(
3 awards at the graduate level as follows:  


1 award per category 



a)  Food and Wellness Connection


b)  Sustainability 

                 c) Viability.  
Value of the Awards

(
$5,000 CAD, non-renewable AND an opportunity to have your submission published by CAPI1.
1 Upon receipt of the consent from the winners, the winning submissions will be published on CAPI’s web site and the information may be used by CAPI to advance policy or model ideas. 
Requirements for Eligibility
(  Eligible applicants must:

· Be enrolled in graduate studies in one of the eligible institutions (as listed further below) at the time of submitting your application;
· Submit a position paper addressing the policy options or models for one of the
      issues listed below;

· A one page executive summary. (single space, font = times new roman 12).

(1) Issue: Food and Wellness Connection:  

“Can we afford to eat the same way?”
The Challenge: Rising rates of diet-related chronic diseases and rising levels of obesity beset Canadians. The cost of providing health care is increasing. The cost of bringing new therapies to market is enormous (for instance, bringing new compounds to market (drug discovery) suffers from a 90% failure rate). Health and agricultural policy is largely made on separate tracks without taking advantage of how one supports the other. But, the common link is “prevention”; diet, and the foods we eat, is a major determinant of disease and health outcomes. Consumers are also increasingly concerned about the foods they eat and how they are produced and processed. 

The Opportunity: There is a need to examine the convergence of health and agri-food policies. An integrated policy could present real opportunities to improve the health of Canadians, reduce health care costs, develop new opportunities for the agri-food industry and improve the economic viability of the sector. In reference to the title question, and with an emphasis on driving benefits to the agriculture/agri-food sector, what are the policies or models that would result in a truly integrated agri-food and health strategy for Canada? What are the hurdles and what are practical ways to address them? If an integrated strategy is not desirable, what is the alternative approach? 
      (2)
Issue: Sustainability:

“Can we afford to produce our food the same way?”

The Challenge: Climate disruptions – hot, cold, wet, dry – beset agriculture around the world. Canada may be better off than other countries but Canada’s regions face a variety of issues: dryer soils, access to water, water quality, flooding, changing frost patterns, etc. Producers everywhere are over-reliant on a fossil fuel-based economy. All agricultural sectors face an increasing expectation/demand for demonstrating sustainable production practices while ensuring that food supply requirements can be met. These pressures on producers are shifting how food is produced. 

The Opportunity: There is a need to examine the very systems that underpin our food production system. This is about ensuring productivity and sustainability. It can also be about gaining competitive advantage. Adopting sustainable practices along the entire food production system includes the inputs and technologies required to produce food and bring it to market and the outputs generated in doing so. In reference to the title question, what are the policies or models that would enable Canada to move to more sustainable production systems while maintaining adequate food supplies for global demand? If this path should not be pursued, what are alternative approaches to address the challenges? 
        (3)  Issue: Viability:  

“Should government change the way it supports the agriculture sector?”

The Challenge: Government agricultural program payments cost several billions of dollars annually. The need varies across the sector and over time but the demand for financial support is significant and seemingly “perpetual”. In the face of lower-cost producing countries, Canada’s position as a leading exporter is falling (now ranked 9th down from 5th since 2002) and Canada’s negotiating position in a trading world continues to be under pressure. The economics of certain commodity sectors is facing severe strain. 

The Opportunity: Demand for commodity foods will continue to increase in the coming decades and niche markets will also be growing. Canada has capacity to play a substantial role in both markets. Canada needs to examine the way it structures and funds its program models. It is also about the affordability of government funding, the economic models and marketing structures that support Canada’s agricultural sector. In reference to the title question, what are the policies or models to ensure a viable sector and producer-profitability without reliance on “perpetual” government support? If this is not a desirable strategy, what is the alternative? 

Eligible applicants must provide:
· Two signed reference letters from university professors;
· Proof of registration from the educational institution you are enrolled in at the time of submitting your application;
· A position paper** addressing one of the policy matters noted above. The position


paper is to be a maximum of 10 pages (single space, font = times new roman 12);
· A one page executive summary (single space, font = times new roman 12);
**
The position paper must present a strong, logical case that will demonstrate your understanding of the material and your critical thinking skills. The writing of it must conform to the usual rules of methodology in place in graduate schools.  It is important that the document be of good quality in order to permit its publication.
Eligible Institutions

	University
	Faculty 

	

	University of Alberta
	Faculty of Agriculture, Life and Environmental Sciences

	University of British Columbia
	Faculty of Land and Food Systems

	University of Calgary
	Faculty of Veterinary Medicine

	University of Guelph
	Ontario Agricultural College

	University of Guelph
	Ontario Veterinary College

	Université Laval
	Faculté des sciences de l’agriculture et de l’alimentation

	University of Lethbridge
	Faculty of Arts & Science

	University of Manitoba
	Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences

	McGill University
	Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, MacDonald College 

	Université de Montréal 
	Faculté de médecine vétérinaire 

	Nova Scotia Agricultural College
	

	University of Prince Edward Island
	Atlantic Veterinary College

	University of Saskatchewan

	College of Agriculture and Bioresources

	University of Saskatchewan
	Western College of Veterinary

Medicine


Other Awards

(
There is no restriction on the number or value of other awards held concurrently by an applicant.
Selection of Award Winners

(
The selection of winners is made by a panel of Canadian specialist in the field of agri-food.   

(
Selection Committee’s decisions are irrevocable.
N.B.:
The Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute (CAPI) exercises no influence in the selection of the award recipients in the adjudication process.

Evaluation criteria
Criteria for selection of the award winners:

(  Relevance of the submission to the candidate’s chosen issue;

(  Substance of the position paper (i.e. degree to which it communicates fresh
    ideas on future policy models);

(  Quality of the paper (i.e. clearly presented ideas and organization);
(   Letters of reference.

Responsibilities of Award Recipients

(
Return the signed Award Acceptance Form provided by the AUCC.
Payment

(
AUCC will forward payment of the award to the award recipient on behalf of The Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute (CAPI).
Award Administrator 
The Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada (AUCC) administers the award program on behalf of The Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute (CAPI).  

The AUCC is the voice of Canada's universities, representing 95 Canadian public and private not-for-profit universities and university-degree level colleges. Their mandate is to facilitate the development of public policy on higher education and to encourage cooperation among universities and governments, industry, communities, and institutions in other countries.
The Higher Education Scholarship (HES) section within AUCC is responsible for administering scholarship programs.  HES has been a leading provider of scholarship management services for over 45 years.  HES is associated with leading firms in nearly every sector of the economy through its provision of scholarship services and management of more than 160 different scholarship programs on behalf of corporations, government agencies and private foundations throughout North America.  
In addition, HES has forged trusted relationships with colleges and universities throughout North America which enable it to provide quality scholarship management services and guidance to both its Canadian and American scholarship applicants and recipients. 
Application Procedures
On-line Application:  An application must be submitted to the AUCC by JANUARY 29, 2010. 

( Submit an online application by visiting www.aucc.ca/scholarships:


(
Applicants must click on the icon entitled “Apply Now! “
;

(
Applicants must complete the application process by following the steps to set up an 

application account;

(
Applicants can track the status of their account once the online application is submitted.
( The application package must contain:


( 
The last page of your online application;

(

A proof of registration from the educational institution you are enrolled in at the time of submitting your application;

(

Two signed reference letters from university professors;

(

A position paper addressing a policy matter as noted above;


(

A one page executive summary.
Mail the supporting documents to:
Higher Education Scholarships

Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada (AUCC)

Ref: Canadian Agri-Food Policy Institute (CAPI) “Advancing a National Dialogue” Award Program

600-350 Albert Street

Ottawa, Ontario  K1R 1B1

Telephone: (613) 563-1236

Facsimile: (613) 563-9745

E-mail: awards@aucc.ca


Internet: www.aucc.ca
Continuation

The Institute retains the right to change and/or end the sponsorship of the award program without notice.
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