
ISE Award

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the ISE Award?


The ISE Award is awarded annually by the GSA in a form of peer-to-peer 
recognition.  The award applications are vetted at the departmental level, and then 
each department forwards one candidate in each of the three categories: Masters, 
Ph.D. and Part-Time.  The final selection is then made by a committee of GSA 
Councilors and Executive, as well as representatives from the Dean of Graduate 
Studies’ office.


The ISE Award was established by referendum in 2003 and is drawn from an 
endowment fund which graduate students currently contribute $100/year.  The 
fund was also made possible due to the generous contributions of Dr. James Burns 
and the Manitoba Scholarship and Bursary Initiative.

2. How much is the ISE Award worth?


The awards for full-time students, both Masters and Ph.D. are $20,000/year for 
one year.  The Part-Time award is worth $5,000/year for one year.

3. Who is eligible?


The award is intended to provide support for students who demonstrate 
Innovation, Stewardship and Excellence in their academic and social community 
who have otherwise been overlooked for funding.  No student who holds funding 
from another major source, such as one of the Government of Canada research 
agencies, or UMGF will be considered eligible for the ISE Award.


Students, in order to be eligible for the Masters or Ph.D. award must be registered 
as a full-time student.  In order to be eligible for the Part-Time award, the student 
must be registered as a part-time student in either a recognized Masters or Ph.D. 
program.  

4. What are the GSA Awards Committee’s criteria for selection?


The Awards Committee gives a maximum score for each of the following 5 
categories: Letter of Intent (45%), Essay (25%), Reference Letters (10%), Work 
Experience (10%), Community Experience (10%).  The actual grading system 
within each category is discussed within the committee, but is ultimately left up to 
each individual committee member to evaluate and grade.

5. Who makes up the GSA Awards Committee?


According to the GSA Bylaws, the composition of the Awards Committee is:

a. The Vice President (Academic) of the Association as chairperson.

b. The President of the Association,

c. HSGSA designate,

d. One Senator of the Association,

e. Dean of the Faculty of graduate Studies, or designate

f. There shall be no fewer then 8 graduate student representatives.

6. What are the Departmental criteria for selection?


The selection criteria is up to the individual departments, though evaluation on 
GPA, curriculum vitae or departmental contribution would all be fair means of 
selecting single candidates to forward to the GSA.

7. What are the deadlines?


The GSA must receive all applications by December 7th, so individual 
departments can set their own deadlines according to the length of the review 
process they require.

