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In this talk, I will explore and examine the
“guilty pleasure” that Edward Burtynsky’s Oil
Series photographs incite through the
presentation of the sheer scale of the oil
extraction and production practices and
process as well as its ubiquitousness in our
modern way of life underscored by
consumerist ambition and appetite for
comfort. To complement the reading of
Burtynsky’s photographs, I will use the
Jennifer Baichwal-directed documentary
Manufactured Landscape with the hope of
getting further insights into the relationality

dynamics of modern life and oil.

Amal is an MA student in the Department of
English, Theatre, Film and Media at the
University of Manitoba. He is interested in
exploring the intersections between
environmental issues, media representation,
and cultural production. Inspired by growing
concerns over the environmental impact of
fossil fuels, Amal’s MA thesis will focus on the
politics and poetics of oil extraction and
production practices, processes, and sites.
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